
 

 

 

 

WESTPINE MIDDLE 

SUMMER READING GUIDE  2020 

 

Westpine Middle School strives to encourage students to maintain and improve their academic abilities year round.  

In order to achieve this goal, students are required to read a minimum of one novel over the summer. All students are 

encouraged to select high interest books which are both grade and age appropriate.  Upon returning to school in 

August, students will compete an assignment based on the novel he/she read.  Below is a list of some noteworthy 

suggestions. 

Out of My Mind by Sharon Draper: Melody is not like most people. 

She cannot walk or talk, but she has a photographic memory; she can 

remember every detail of everything she has ever experienced. She is 
smarter than most of the adults who try to diagnose her and smarter 

than her classmates in her integrated classroom—the very same 

classmates who dismiss her as mentally challenged, because she 
cannot tell them otherwise. But Melody refuses to be defined by 

cerebral palsy. And she’s determined to let everyone know 

it…somehow. 

Ungifted by Gordon Korman: When Donovan Curtis pulls a major 

prank at his middle school, he thinks he’s finally gone too far. But 

thanks to a mix-up by one of the administrators, instead of getting in 
trouble, Donovan is sent to the Academy of Scholastic Distinction, a 

special program for gifted and talented students. Although it wasn’t 

exactly what Donovan had intended, the ASD couldn’t be a more 
perfectly unexpected hideout for someone like him. But as the 

students and teachers of ASD grow to realize that Donovan may not 

be good at math or science (or just about anything), he shows that his 
gifts may be exactly what the ASD students never knew they needed. 

Fake ID by Lamar Giles: Nick Pearson is hiding in plain sight. In 

fact, his name isn’t really Nick Pearson. He shouldn’t tell you his 
real name, his real hometown, or why his family just moved to 

Stepton, Virginia. And he definitely shouldn’t tell you about his 

friend Eli Cruz and the major conspiracy Eli was uncovering when 
he died. About how Nick had to choose between solving Eli’s 

murder with his hot sister, Reya, and “staying low-key” like the 

Program said to do. But he’s going to tell you—unless he gets caught 
first. 

 

 
 

The Great Wall of Lucy Wu by Wendy Wan-Long Shang: Lucy Wu, 

aspiring basketball star and interior designer, is on the verge of 
having the best year of her life. She’s ready to rule the school as a 

sixth grader, go out for captain of the school basketball team, and 

take over the bedroom she has always shared with her sister. In an 
instant, though, her plans are shattered when she finds out that Yi Po, 

her beloved grandmother’s sister, is coming to visit for several 

months — and is staying in Lucy’s room. Lucy’s vision of a perfect 
year begins to crumble, and in its place come an unwelcome 

roommate, foiled birthday plans, a bully who tries to scare Lucy off 

the basketball team, and Chinese school with the annoying know-itall 
Talent Chang. Lucy’s year is ruined — or is it? 

Pickle by Kim Baker: This is the story of THE LEAGUE OF 

PICKLEMAKERS. Ben: who began it all by sneaking in one night 

and filling homeroom with ball-pit balls. Frank: who figured out that 
an official club, say a pickle-making club, could receive funding 

from the PTA. Oliver: who once convinced half of the class that his 

real parents had found him and he was going to live in a submarine. 
Bean: who wasn’t exactly invited, but her parents own a costume 

shop, which comes in handy if you want to dress up like a giant 

squirrel and try to scare people at the zoo. TOGETHER, they are an 
unstoppable prank-pulling force, and Fountain Point Middle School 

will never be the same. 

 

Chomp by Carl Hiaasen: Wahoo Cray lives in a zoo. His father is an 

animal wrangler, so he’s grown up with all manner of gators, snakes, 

parrots, rats, monkeys, and snappers in his backyard. The critters, he 
can handle. His father is the unpredictable one. When his dad takes a 

job with a reality TV show called Expedition Survival!, Wahoo 

figures he’ll have to do a bit of wrangling himself—to keep his dad 
from killing Derek Badger, the show’s inept and egotistical star, 

before the shoot is over. But the job keeps getting more complicated. 

Derek Badger foolishly believes his own PR and insists on using 
wild animals for his stunts. And Wahoo’s acquired a shadow named 

Tuna—a girl who’s sporting a shiner courtesy of her father and needs 

a place to hide out. 

The 39 Clues series by Rick Riordan (first book in series: The Maze 

of Bones): Minutes before she died Grace Cahill changed her will, 

leaving her descendants an impossible decision: “You have a choice 
– one million dollars or a clue.” Grace is the last matriarch of the 

Cahills, the world’s most powerful family. Everyone from Napoleon 

to Houdini is related to the Cahills, yet the source of the family 

power is lost. 39 Clues hidden around the world will reveal the 

family’s secret, but no one has been able to assemble them. Now the 

clues race is on, and young Amy and Dan must decide what’s 
important: hunting clues or uncovering what REALLY happened to 

their parents. 

Planet Middle School by Nikki Grimes: For twelve years, Joylin 

Johnson’s life has been just fine, thank you very much. A game of 

basketball with the boys-especially her friend Jake-was all it took to 
put a smile on her face. Baggy jeans, T-shirt, and hair in a ponytail 

were easy choices. Then suddenly the world seemed to turn upside 

down, and everything changed at once. Her best girl friend is now 

flirting with her best guy friend. Her clothes seem all wrong. Jake is 

acting weird, and basketball isn’t the same. And worst of all, there is 

this guy, Santiago, who appears from . . . where? What lengths will 
Joy go to-and whom will she become-to attract his attention? 

The Mother-Daughter Book Club by Heather Vogel Frederick (first 
book in series:): Even if Megan would rather be at the mall, Cassidy 

is late for hockey practice, Emma’s already read every book in 

existence, and Jess is missing her mother too much to care, the new 
book club is scheduled to meet every month. But what begins as a 

mom-imposed ritual of reading Little Women soon helps four 

unlikely friends navigate the drama of middle school. From stolen 
journals, to secret crushes, to a fashion-fiasco first dance, the girls 

are up to their Wellie boots in drama. They can’t help but wonder: 

What would Jo March do? 
 

The Revolution of Evelyn Serrano by Sonia Manzano: There are 
two secrets Evelyn Serrano is keeping from her Mami and Papo: her 

true feelings about growing up in her Spanish Harlem neighborhood, 

and her attitude about Abuela, her sassy grandmother who’s come 
from Puerto Rico to live with them. Then, like an urgent ticking 

clock, events erupt that change everything. The Young Lords, a 

Puerto Rican activist group, dump garbage in the street and set it on 
fire, igniting a powerful protest. When Abuela steps in to take 

charge, Evelyn is thrust into the action. Tempers flare, loyalties are 

tested. Through it all, Evelyn learns important truths about her Latino 
heritage and the history makers who shaped a nation. 



 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 


